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WELCOME TO THE CONFERENCE
Four days of world-class science, industry insight, and field discovery
From breakthrough breeding technologies to sustainable value chains, this conference brings together leading scientists, policymakers, and industry leaders from across the globe to chart the future of Acacia plantations. Join keynote sessions from world-renowned experts, immersive field visits to Vietnam's forestry heartlands, and a high-level industry forum — all in one unmissable programme.
	DAY 1 — OPENING & DEEP-DIVE SCIENCE
Plenary keynotes from global experts, followed by parallel sessions on breeding, biotechnology, silviculture and disease management. Evening Gala Dinner.
	DAY 2 — INNOVATION & VALUE CHAINS
Cutting-edge clonal selection and disease-resistance breeding, alongside sessions on legal timber, carbon markets and wood processing technology.

	DAY 3 — FIELD DAY
Choose between two immersive field trips: Vietnam's forestry value chain in Tuyen Quang, or the breeding-to-deployment journey in Ba Vi.
	DAY 4 — INDUSTRY FORUM & CLOSING
The VAFS–VIFOREST Forum bridges research and industry by bringing together leading companies representing different end-product sectors, followed by a panel discussion and a closing ceremony.


HOW TO READ THIS PROGRAMME
●  KEYNOTE — flagship plenary talks by leading international scientists
●  INVITED — expert-invited talks within thematic sub-sessions
●  INDUSTRY — perspectives from industry partners and manufacturers
●  ORAL — peer-selected research presentations
●  Q & A — moderated discussion following each block
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	DAY 1
Opening, Keynotes & Parallel Sessions
Monday, 5 October 2026



	TIME
	TYPE
	SPEAKER
	TITLE OF PRESENTATION

	08:30 – 12:10   |   OPENING AND PLENARY SESSION

	08:30–09:00
	
	
	Registration, conference materials and networking

	09:00–09:15
	
	
	Opening ceremony performance

	09:15–09:25
	PLENARY
	Assoc. Prof. Phi Hong Hai, Director of VAFS
	

	09:25–09:35
	PLENARY
	Representative of Ministry of Agriculture and Environment
	

	09:35–09:45
	PLENARY
	Dr. Nicholas Hogarth, ACIAR Forestry Program Manager
	

	09:45–10:15   —   GROUP PHOTO & COFFEE BREAK

	KEYNOTE SESSION   ·   10:15 – 12:15   ·   CHAIR: DR. TRAN LAM DONG

	10:15–10:45
	KEYNOTE
	Assoc. Prof. Phi Hong Hai, VAFS, Vietnam
	Acacia Plantations in a Changing World: Achievements, Challenges and Future Opportunities

	10:45–11:15
	KEYNOTE
	Dr. Sadanandan Nambiar, former CSIRO scientist, Australia
	Vietnam's journey to sustainable forestry: many achievements, but major challenges lie ahead

	11:15–11:45
	KEYNOTE
	Dr. Neil Byron, Australian National University, Australia
	The role of fast-growing plantations in global wood markets

	11:45–12:15
	KEYNOTE
	Mr. Ngo Si Hoai, VIFOREST, Vietnam
	Navigating the Global Wood Industry in a Changing World: Vietnam's Perspective as an Acacia-Based Wood Processing and Trading Hub

	12:15–13:30   —   LUNCH

	13:30 – 17:00   |   PARALLEL SESSION

	SESSION 1 · BREEDING AND BIOTECHNOLOGY APPLICATION  

	GENOMICS AND ADVANCED BREEDING TECHNOLOGY   ·   CHAIR: DR. JEREMY BRAWNER

	13:30–13:50
	INVITED
	Prof. Yousry A. El-Kassaby, UBC, Canada
	Forest Genetics: An Imperative Endeavor for Sustainable Forest Management

	13:50–14:10
	INVITED
	Dr. Do Tien Phat, VAST, Vietnam
	CRISPR/Cas Genome Editing in Crops at VAST: Towards Applications in Forest Trees

	14:10–14:25
	ORAL
	Dr. Le Son, VAFS, Vietnam
	Genetic architecture of growth and morphological traits in Acacia hybrid revealed by QTL mapping in an F2 population

	14:25–14:40
	ORAL
	Dr. Danvir Ramesar, Institute of Commercial Forestry Research, South Africa
	Near Infrared Spectroscopy as a Rapid Diagnostic Tool to Differentiate Acacia mearnsii and Acacia decurrens

	14:40–14:55
	ORAL
	Dr. Mai Thi Phuong Thuy, VAFS, Vietnam
	Polyploid Induction in Acacia Species and Clonal Propagation of Acacia Varieties via Tissue Culture Technology

	14:55–15:10
	Q & A
	
	

	15:10–15:30   —   COFFEE BREAK

	BREEDING AND DEPLOYMENT STRATEGIES   ·   CHAIR: PROF. ROD GRIFFIN

	15:30–15:50
	INVITED
	Dr. Nguyen Duc Kien, VAFS, Vietnam
	Breeding and deployment strategies for Acacia hybrid in Vietnam

	15:50–16:10
	INDUSTRY
	Mr. Achmad Ramadan, APP, Indonesia
	Acacia clones in forest plantation: an approach to improve productivity in APP

	16:10–16:25
	ORAL
	Dr. Chris Harwood, former CSIRO scientist, Australia
	Choice of acacia and eucalypt varieties by nurseries and growers in Vietnam

	16:25–16:40
	ORAL
	Dr. Roger Arnold, CAF, China
	Field Evaluation of Putatively Ceratocystis-Tolerant Acacia mangium Seedlots in a Genetic Gain Trial in Sarawak, Malaysia

	16:40–16:55
	ORAL
	Dr. Shinichi Sukeno, OJI Green Resource Co. Ltd, Japan
	Eucalyptus hybrids as alternatives to diseased Acacia plantations in central Vietnam

	16:55–17:10
	Q & A
	
	

	SESSION 2 · SILVICULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT  —  ROOM B

	SUSTAINABLE SILVICULTURAL STRATEGIES   ·   CHAIR: DR. NICHOLAS HOGARTH

	13:30–13:50
	INVITED
	Dr. Tran Lam Dong, VAFS, Vietnam
	Integrated Silvicultural Strategies for Sustainable and High-Value Acacia Plantations

	13:50–14:10
	INVITED
	Dr. Yani Japarudin, BFC, Malaysia
	Developing silvicultural strategies for a sustainable resource of wood products

	14:10–14:25
	ORAL
	Vo Van Du, Hue FOSDA, Vietnam
	Transformation of Acacia plantations into large-timber forests and application of microbial inoculum for rapid decomposition of post-harvest residues to restore soil organic carbon

	14:25–14:40
	ORAL
	Mr. Iswandi, Fiber R&D APRIL, Indonesia
	Organic Acids Quantification in Acacia crassicarpa Peat Plantations in Riau, Sumatra, Indonesia

	14:40–15:00
	Q & A
	
	

	15:00–15:30   —   COFFEE BREAK

	DISEASE & PEST MANAGEMENT   ·   CHAIR: ASSOC. PROF. DAO NGOC QUANG

	15:30–15:50
	INVITED
	Prof. Brett Hurley, FABI, South Africa
	Australian Acacias beyond their native range: confronting insect pests and pathogens

	15:50–16:10
	INVITED
	Prof. Pham Quang Thu, VAFS, Vietnam
	Integrated management of wilt disease caused by Ceratocystis manginecans on Acacia plantations in Vietnam

	16:10–16:25
	ORAL
	Dr. Nguyen Manh Ha, VAFS, Vietnam
	The Potential for Biocontrol of Ceratocystis manginecans by Endophytic Fungi

	16:25–16:40
	ORAL
	Dr. Tran Xuan Hung, VAFS, Vietnam
	Integrated pest management of major insect pests in Acacia plantations in Vietnam

	16:40–17:00
	Q & A
	
	

	18:00 – 21:00   —   GALA DINNER




SUSTAINING ACACIA PLANTATIONS IN A DYNAMIC CHANGING WORLD  ·  HANOI 2026

IUFRO WP 2.08.07  ·  3
	DAY 2
Breeding, Value Chains & Silviculture
Tuesday, 6 October 2026



	TIME
	TYPE
	SPEAKER
	TITLE OF PRESENTATION

	08:30 – 12:00   |   PARALLEL SESSION

	SESSION 1 · BREEDING AND BIOTECHNOLOGY APPLICATION  

	ADVANCES IN ACACIA BREEDING AND CLONAL SELECTION   ·   CHAIR: DR. CHRIS HARWOOD

	08:30–08:50
	INVITED
	Dr. Gustavo Martins, APRIL, Indonesia
	Beyond the Pedigree: Accelerating the Future of Acacia crassicarpa Breeding From Seed Orchards to High-Speed Selection

	08:50–09:05
	ORAL
	Dr. Nguyen Huu Sy, VAFS, Vietnam
	Field evaluation of triploid Acacia clones at three locations in Vietnam

	09:05–09:20
	ORAL
	Dr. Julian Moreno Chan, Institute of Commercial Forestry Research, South Africa
	Performance comparison of selected individuals in progeny tests vs their performance as clones of Acacia mearnsii in South Africa

	09:20–09:35
	ORAL
	Dr. Nguyen Duc Kien, VAFS, Vietnam
	Clonal Selection of Natural Acacia Hybrid (Acacia mangium × A. auriculiformis) for commercial plantations in Vietnam

	09:35–09:50
	ORAL
	Dr. Roger Arnold, Chinese Academy of Forestry, China
	Clonal Acacias in China — Recent Developments

	09:50–10:05
	Q & A
	
	

	10:05–10:30   —   COFFEE BREAK

	BREEDING FOR DISEASE RESISTANCE   ·   CHAIR: DR. PHI HONG HAI

	10:30–10:50
	INVITED
	Dr. Jeremy Brawner, University of Florida, USA
	Developing Resilient Forest Tree Breeding Populations

	10:50–11:05
	ORAL
	Dr. Eko Hardiyanto, Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia
	Growth, Pest-Disease Resilience, and Wood Properties of Acacia peregrinalis in South Sumatra

	11:05–11:20
	ORAL
	Dr. Nicklos Dudley, University of Hawaii, USA
	Operational Screening and Breeding Program for Vascular Wilt Resistance in Hawaiian Acacia koa

	11:20–11:35
	ORAL
	Dr. Nguyen Minh Chi, VAFS, Vietnam
	Screening of Acacia varieties tolerant to Ceratocystis wilt disease in Vietnam

	11:35–11:50
	ORAL
	Dr. La Anh Duong, VAFS, Vietnam
	Genetic control of growth and heart rot disease tolerance in Acacia mangium in Vietnam

	11:50–12:05
	Q & A
	
	

	SESSION 3 · FOREST PRODUCTS, VALUE CHAINS AND MARKET OPPORTUNITIES  

	LEGAL AND SUSTAINABLE TIMBER VALUE CHAINS   ·   CHAIR: DR. VU TAN PHUONG

	08:30–08:50
	INVITED
	Dr. Tetra Yanuariadi, ITTO
	Pathways for Legal and Sustainable Tropical Timber Products

	08:50–09:10
	INVITED
	Dr. Hoang Lien Son, VAFS, Vietnam
	Sustainable Supply Chains and Market Opportunities for Acacia in Vietnam

	09:10–09:25
	ORAL
	Phan Quoc Dung, University of Dresden, Germany
	Analyzing Power Capabilities within Forest Farmer Organizations and the Forest Value Chain: Perceptions and Realities from Quang Tri, Vietnam

	09:25–09:40
	ORAL
	Dr. Tran Thanh Cao, VAFS, Vietnam
	Towards an integrated sustainability assessment framework for plantation wood value chains: evidence from southern Vietnam's Acacia industry

	09:40–10:00
	Q & A
	
	

	10:00–10:30   —   COFFEE BREAK

	REGIONAL LESSONS, CARBON OPPORTUNITIES, AND SMALLHOLDER LIVELIHOODS   ·   CHAIR: DR. TETRA YANUARIADI

	10:30–10:50
	INVITED
	Prof. Benoit Belleville, University of Melbourne, Australia
	Learning from Vietnam: Pathways for Lao Plantation Prosperity

	10:50–11:10
	INVITED
	Dr. Vu Tan Phuong, VAFS, Vietnam
	Rethinking Acacia Plantations Beyond Wood: Carbon, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Resilience

	10:10–11:25
	ORAL
	Prof. Michael Koehl, University of Hamburg, Germany
	Plantation forestry and Carbon certification: challenges and opportunities

	11:25–11:40
	ORAL
	Dr. Dinh Huu Hoang, IEPSB, Vietnam
	Enhancing Sustainable Timber Production in Vietnam: Smallholder Tree Growers' Preferences for Contract Farming

	11:40–12:00
	Q & A
	
	

	12:00–13:30   —   LUNCH

	13:30 – 16:30   |   PARALLEL SESSION

	SESSION 2 · SILVICULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT

	FOREST HEALTH, SILVICULTURE AND PRODUCTIVITY   ·   CHAIR: DR. DANIEL MENDHAM

	13:30–13:50
	INVITED
	Dr. Dao Ngoc Quang, VAFS, Vietnam
	New and emerging insect pest and disease threats to Acacia plantations in Vietnam

	13:50–14:05
	ORAL
	Prof. Ilaria Germishuizen, Institute of Commercial Forestry Research, South Africa
	Strengthening smallholder wattle forestry in Ethiopia: species choice, silviculture, and early disease detection

	14:05–14:20
	ORAL
	Dr. Cao Chi Khiem, VAFS, Vietnam
	Fine root phenology as a biological indicator for fertilization timing in Acacia mangium

	14:20–14:35
	ORAL
	Dr. Jetsada Wongprom, Kasetsart University, Thailand
	Growth and aboveground biomass of 7-year-old monoculture and mixed plantations of Acacia auriculiformis and eucalyptus hybrid in Had Wanakorn forestry research and student training station, Thailand

	14:35–14:50
	ORAL
	Dr. Vu Dinh Huong, VAFS, Vietnam
	Sustainable management has improved the productivity, log value, soil fertility and understory diversity of Acacia auriculiformis plantations over successive rotations in Southeastern Vietnam

	14:50–15:10
	Q & A
	
	

	15:00–15:30   —   COFFEE BREAK

	SILVICULTURAL STRATEGIES AND ASSESSMENT   ·   CHAIR: DR. TRAN LAM DONG

	15:30–15:50
	INVITED
	Dr. Daniel Mendham, CSIRO, Australia
	Natural capital as a new dimension in Acacia plantation profitability

	15:50–16:05
	ORAL
	Prof. Zoltán Pásztory, University of Sopron, Hungary
	Forest and Forest Products Measurement by Photo Optical Method

	16:05–16:20
	ORAL
	Dr. Le Xuan Toan, VAFS, Vietnam
	Optimizing Species Choice and Stand Management for Smallholder Plantation Forestry in Central Vietnam

	16:20–16:35
	Q & A
	
	

	SESSION 3 · FOREST PRODUCTS, VALUE CHAINS AND MARKET OPPORTUNITIES

	WOOD PROPERTIES, PROCESSING TECHNOLOGIES, AND INDUSTRY PERSPECTIVES   ·   CHAIR: DR. LE XUAN PHUONG

	13:30–13:50
	INVITED
	Dr. Nguyen Bao Ngoc, VAFS, Vietnam
	Vietnam's Acacia Wood Processing Sector: Current Situation, Challenges and Opportunities

	13:50–14:05
	ORAL
	Dr. Mohan Varghese, ITC, India
	Conduction efficiency and safety features in wood traits of Acacia auriculiformis and Casuarina equisetifolia at four diverse sites in India

	14:05–14:20
	ORAL
	Dr. Doan Thi Bich Ngoc, VAFS, Vietnam
	Eco-friendly overlay technology for Acacia finger-jointed panels: optimization of pressing parameters for technical flooring applications

	14:20–14:35
	ORAL
	Dr. Andi Kurnia Siregar, APRIL, Indonesia
	Variation in wood properties and pulping performance of A. crassicarpa on mineral and organic soils

	14:35–14:50
	ORAL
	Dr. Rizki Arisandi, UGM, Indonesia
	Wood properties of Acacia hybrid varieties (A. mangium × A. auriculiformis) from Palembang: physical and chemical aspects

	14:50–15:05
	ORAL
	Dr. Bui Thi Thuy, VAFS, Vietnam
	Preservation techniques for selected acacia wood species used in interior furniture, construction, and outdoor poles

	15:05–15:30   —   COFFEE BREAK

	WOOD PROPERTIES, PROCESSING TECHNOLOGIES, AND INDUSTRY PERSPECTIVES (CONTINUED)   ·   CHAIR: DR. NGUYEN DUC THANH

	15:30–15:45
	ORAL
	Dr. Bui Duy Ngoc, VAFS, Vietnam
	Application of solar energy for drying Acacia mangium timber in the wood processing industry

	15:45–16:00
	ORAL
	Dr. Nguyen Bao Ngoc, VAFS, Vietnam
	Assessing technological and economic rotation ages of Acacia plantations in Vietnam for high-value timber-oriented forest management

	16:00–16:15
	ORAL
	Dr. Ha Tien Manh, VAFS, Vietnam
	The influence of some properties of Acacia mangium Willd. wood on the moisture movement during drying

	16:15–16:30
	Q & A
	
	

	16:30 – 17:00   |   WRAP-UP MEETING — INDIVIDUAL GROUP MEETINGS: BREEDING & BIOTECHNOLOGY · SILVICULTURE & SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT · FOREST PRODUCTS, VALUE CHAINS & MARKET OPPORTUNITIES
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	DAY 3
Field Day — Choose Your Journey
Wednesday, 7 October 2026



Delegates select one of two guided field trips exploring Vietnam's Acacia sector, from smallholder plantations to advanced tissue-culture propagation.
	TIME
	PROGRAMME
	DURATION

	TRIP 1 · HA NOI — TUYEN QUANG — HA NOI (EXPLORING VIETNAM'S FORESTRY VALUE CHAIN)

	07:30–08:00
	Group gathering and briefing (Ha Noi Pan Pacific Hotel)
	30 minutes

	08:00–10:00
	Travel to Tuyen Quang
	2.5 hours (15-min rest at Phu Ninh service station)

	10:00–11:00
	—  Tien Huy Forest Cooperative — Farmer's group FSC-certified Acacia plantation; field presentations and discussion
—  Ponsse machinery harvesting performance
	1 hour

	11:00–13:00
	Lunch
	2 hours

	13:30–14:30
	Tan Trao Wood Processing Factory
	1 hour

	14:30–16:30
	Woodsland Furniture Joint Stock Company
	2 hours

	16:30–18:30
	Travel back to Hanoi
	2 hours



	TIME
	PROGRAMME
	DURATION

	TRIP 2 · HA NOI — BA VI — HA NOI (FROM TREE BREEDING TO CLONAL PROPAGATION AND DEPLOYMENT)

	07:30–08:00
	Group gathering and briefing (Ha Noi Pan Pacific Hotel)
	30 minutes

	08:00–10:00
	Travel to Ba Vi
	2 hours

	10:00–12:00
	—  Triploid clonal trial
—  Acacia hybrid clonal demonstration plot
—  Acacia hybrid plantation for large timber
—  Acacia seedling seed orchards
	2 hours

	12:00–14:00
	Lunch
	2 hours

	14:00–15:00
	Tissue culture laboratory
	1 hour

	15:00–16:00
	Visit family-scale wood processing enterprise
	1 hour

	16:00–18:00
	Travel back to Hanoi
	2 hours
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	DAY 4
VAFS–VIFOREST Forum & Closing Ceremony
Thursday, 8 October 2026



	TIME
	TYPE
	SPEAKER
	TITLE OF PRESENTATION

	08:30 – 12:30   |   VAFS – VIFOREST FORUM: BRIDGING RESEARCH, INDUSTRY AND INNOVATION IN SUSTAINABLE ACACIA VALUE CHAINS

	08:30–09:00
	
	
	

	09:00–09:15
	
	Leaders of VAFS & VIFOREST (Forum's Co-host)
	Opening Address

	09:15–09:30
	PLENARY
	Representative of VNForest, MAE
	The Position and Role of Acacia in Vietnam's Forestry Sector: Challenges, Constraints and Development Directions

	09:30–09:45
	PLENARY
	Representative of VAFS
	Sustainable Development of Plantations and the Acacia Wood Value Chain in Response to Requirements for Legal Timber, Sustainable Management and Climate Change Adaptation

	09:45–10:00
	PLENARY
	Dr. Ratih Damayanti, BRIN, Indonesia
	Acacia Plantation Forest and Sustainability Policy in Indonesia: Challenges and Opportunities

	10:00–10:30
	Q & A
	Forum's hosts
	Discussion

	10:30–11:00   —   COFFEE BREAK

	11:00–11:15
	INDUSTRY
	Representative of IKEA Vietnam
	From Plantation to Products: Global Demand and Requirements for Acacia Wood in Furniture Manufacturing

	11:15–11:30
	INDUSTRY
	Representative of An Cuong Co., Ltd
	Ensuring a Sustainable Supply for Engineered Wood Industry: Market Challenges and Volatility

	11:30–11:45
	INDUSTRY
	Dr. Gustavo Martins, APRIL, Indonesia
	Acacia Wood Supply for the Pulp Industry: Current Status, Challenges and Requirements for Raw Materials

	11:45–12:00
	INDUSTRY
	Representative of Biomass Phu Tai Co., Ltd
	Acacia for the Wood Pellet Industry: Global Demand, Raw Material Supply and Challenges

	12:00–12:30
	Q & A
	Forum's hosts
	Discussion

	12:30–13:30   —   LUNCH

	13:30–14:00
	PLENARY
	Theme Rapporteurs
	Reports of Group Wrap-up Meetings (3 groups, 10 minutes each)

	14:00–16:00
	PLENARY
	Panelists: 2 scientists (1 VN + 1 Int'l), 4 Industry participants, 1 Legislative/Policy Officer
	Panel Discussion

	16:00–16:30   —   COFFEE BREAK

	16:30 – 17:00   |   CLOSING AND CONCLUDING SESSION

	16:30–16:40
	PLENARY
	Conference Rapporteur
	Conference Report: Key Findings and Recommendations

	16:40–17:00
	CLOSING
	Associate Prof. Phi Hong Hai, Director of VAFS
	Closing Ceremony — Closing remarks and acknowledgements




SEE YOU IN HANOI
5 – 8 October 2026
Places for this landmark gathering of the global Acacia research and industry community are limited. Secure your seat to connect with 60+ speakers from 12+ countries, explore breakthrough science, and shape the future of sustainable Acacia plantations.
	REGISTRATION & ENQUIRIES
Website: https://www.iufroacacia2026.com · Email: iufroacacia2026@gmail.com
Vietnam Academy of Forest Sciences · Hanoi, Viet Nam
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